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so now that the holiday celebrations in all the y2k and other anxieties have subsided the time has come 
when at least some Americans will actually start to sit up and take notice of the fact that there's a presidential 
campaign going on and the first big contest is coming up fast it's later this month joining me now from lowa 
and how the Democrats battle is shaping up for their part NBC News correspondent Claire Shipman Claire 
good evening to you Bryan finally it is election year and the two Democratic candidates are eager to seize 
the moment today both trying to sound like visionaries but preparing for a brawl betting that the public is now 
ready to pay attention Bill Bradley takes to the stump in New Hampshire today Al Gore in lowa laying out 
competing visions for the presidency Bradley whose strength is among independent voters casting himself 
as a new thinker some people say we can never achieve our special destiny but | say and a world of new 
possibilities guided by goodness we can and we will Gore who's courting the traditional Democratic vote 
describing himself as a fighter exercises not a seminar where you get to entertain a single grand theory the 
presidency is a long resolute day-by-day fight for people subtle swipes today but look for them to turn brutal 
soon the first contest the lowa caucuses is just three weeks away a recent poll shows Gore ahead 48 
percent to Bradley's 27 in New Hampshire with a primary one week later February first the race is much 
tighter Bradley's ahead at 42% to Gore's 39 that's why on a day when Bradley tries to stay above the fray his 
team hands out a flyer to reporters claiming Gore's budget breaks the bank by three hundred and fifty billion 
dollars and why Gore's team snaps back hitting Bradley's health plan a cerebral seems to have as much 
difficulty with our budget numbers as he does with his 


00:02:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=O6wZr580uk4&t=120s 





our budget numbers as he does with his own health care numbers but the more critical money question who 
has the funds to get the message out according to the most recent filing Bradley is raising money faster than 
the vice-president and is actually out spending Gore on TV ads in lowa and New Hampshire by more than a 
million dollars Bradley needs to hold on to what little edge he may have in New Hampshire he's gotta win 
New Hampshire he can't survive a loss and in lowa tonight the expectations game gohr is the favorite here 
but he knows he has to win by a good margin in order to remain the front-runner and Bradley who's been 
spending more and more time here knows he has to come close in order to have momentum heading into 
New Hampshire Brian Claire Shipman and rainy lowa tonight thank you for that as for the Republican 
contenders look for some news from them tomorrow that's when here we're calling running mates the women 
married to the men who want to be President all this week we'll be taking a close look at who they are and 
the how their life in the political spotlight has changed them and their marriages to their husbands first mrs. 
Bill Bradley Ernestine Bradley she is an accomplished academic who has been something of a mystery that 
is until now here with that NBC News correspondent Ann Thompson Ernestine Bradley for more than a 
quarter of a century they all but invisible woman behind Bill Bradley now stepping forward his visible 
teammate in the contest of his life this is not the time to say | want to be private you know before you go into 
the campaign you know what's in store for you you know what's going to happen though her husband was a 


three-term senator she is a political novice much of her life was her career as an author and university 
professor how would you describe yourself as a political wife | think | consider myself more the wife of a 
politician who has her own interests on the campaign trail she is enthusiastic and spontaneous not 
programmed or polished by consultants german-born this daughter of a Luftwaffe officer now with the chance 
to be America's first lady 
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the chance to be America's first lady do you like campaigning yeah | really you know | enjoy it | have the 
opportunity to speak about object that allows which is my husband their relationship unconventional she is 
eight years his senior divorced with a child when she married the den basketball star in 1974 during much of 
his Senate career they had a commuter marriage she in New Jersey he in Washington from age ten their 
daughter Teresa and lived with him and there came a point where he really well suffered and then hey you 
know I'm entitled as much to my daughter as the mother is entitled to see her they both agreed their biggest 
test as a couple came when she was diagnosed with breast cancer tear running mates and the women who 
would be first lady tonight a woman who for eight years now has been just a heartbeat away from becoming 
first lady tipper gore the wife of the vice president and many would say Al Gore's best political asset here's 
NBC News correspondent Claire Shipman she's as relaxed as he is stiff my husband Al Gore thank you 
looks as natural as he does robotic weather on the campaign trail or other trails tipper gore is best known for 
her earthy exuberance and her attempts to humanize her husband oh look at this does that guy this is a 
secret's out when he's on vacation he doesn't shave and what is it the public doesn't see about mrs. gore 
she's still recovering from a thyroid biopsy so we got some insights today from her daughter Karina | think my 
mom is a really gutsy person and someone who fights for what she believes in and will really stand up for 
things and she's very much of an activist on what issues in an interview last year she described her priorities 
as a first lady and that would be of course mental health and homelessness a 
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course mental health and homelessness a news photographer 20 years ago she now uses those skills to 
highlight the plight of the homeless with a master's in psychology she champions the issue of mental illness 
and even revealed her own struggle with depression years ago the former Mary Elizabeth Atchison grew up 
in Virginia and met Al Gore the son of a powerful US Senator at a high school dance why did you fall in love 
with Al Gore his stiffness was irresistible yeah no seriously | was 16 he was 17 you know | was smitten and | 
had a date with someone else and so did she and we met at a party after the prom and Wow it was just that 
sudden one thing most everyone remembers about tipper gore her crusade in the mid-1980s against 
extreme rock lyrics so controversial some called her a cultural terrorist because some of the entertainment 
has become even more graphic more people now agree with the stand | took it was a bruisin experience and 
mrs. Gore avoids that kind of attention these days instead she's a powerful influence behind the scenes 
she's very much a part of the campaign team as well as my father's partner in life advisers say she played a 
big part in picking Campaign Chair Tony Cuomo and pushed for a role for feminist author Naomi Wolf would 
you say you're one of his top advisors | mean | would think so if not I'm really only mad at him yeah still 
political aides say her most critical job remains salvaging Al Gore's campaign by unbuttoning his image 
softening his style getting her husband to relax Claire Shipman NBC News Washington that is Nightly News 
for this Wednesday night don't forget Dateline lemon who would be first lady the other mrs. Bush 
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would be first lady the other mrs. Bush tonight the wife of the governor of Texas he is still considered the 
front-runner in the GOP race for the presidency she has been by his side for over two decades now here with 
that NBC News correspondent Lisa Myers she doesn't seek the spotlight often stays a step removed she's 
as reserved as her husband his gregarious as modest as he is cocky our personalities really complement 
each other a lot I think he gives me a lot of excitement and then | think at the same time he | probably calm 
him a little bit Laura Bush down-to-earth unflappable a former schoolteacher in librarian who made traditional 


choices we visited her today at the governor's mansion in Texas and found a 52 year old woman thoroughly 
comfortable with who she is when someone describes you as a throwback because of the choices you've 
made does that bother you | met peace with Who | am I'm lucky to have had the kind of life I've had and what 
people call me or what people might say | can't help though she and her husband vaguely remember 
attending the same junior high in Midland Texas their romance began when friends fix them up 22 years ago 
now you were reluctant though to even have dinner with him well | thought George might be somebody who 
was really political he says it was pretty much love at first sight on bended knee | said if you marry me she 
said if only | never have to give a speech as First Lady of Texas she'd become an activist pushing her own 
agenda to help preschoolers learn to read but her top priority always her family including three cats and a 
dog she's Ellis Lagarde's the privacy of their 18 year old twin daughters don't expect to see them on the 
campaign and her husband gives her credit for helping him stop drinking it was just that he was at a point in 
his life when he knew that's what he wanted to do as for their relationship | think our favorite moments are 
probably in bed in the morning with our animals all in the bed it used to be our 
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animals all in the bed it used to be our children until now of course they sleep late and reading the 
newspapers drinking coffee the best advice she ever got from her mother-in-law Barbara Bush don't criticize 
your husband's speeches she did only once he said tell me the truth how was that speech and | said well it 
went that good and with that he drove into the garage wall unlike other candidates wives she downplays 
influence do you consider yourself one of your husband's top advisors really well no | mean | don't consider 
myself an advisor yes I'm his wife in this age of political makeovers do you feel any pressure to change it not 
really not really | may not just who | am a source of strength to her husband who last spring paid tribute to his 
wife this is a serene and peaceful place just like Laura an anchor and what's likely to be a turbulent year Lisa 
Myers NBC News Austin running mates the women married to the men who want to be President tonight 
Cindy McCain keeping the home fires burning while her husband wages a maverick bid for the White House 
NBC's Roger O'Neill has spent time with this wife mother and quiet force behind the candidate missing from 
candidate McCain's side this week wife Cindy doing mom Duty which pretty much defines who she is my 11 
year old son jumped off a bunk bed and broke his right ankle I'm a full-time mom and | absolutely had to go 
home there was no question | thought your priorities my first publications wife second possible first lady third 
yes four kids a full-time job forescore there's the bunk bed jumper Jimmy two teenagers Jack and Megan 
and adopted daughter Bridget watch her line a child's story speaks volumes about Cindy McCain during a 
relief mission to Bangladesh she falls in love with the orphan infant with a bad cleft palate know she can help 
and brings her home 
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know she can help and brings her home without even telling her husband she had a secure port and said 
well kind of under his breath where's she gonna go and | said well | thought she come to our house and he 
said | thought so adoption and Children's Health Care too fashions this forty-five-year-old will bring to the 
White House if her husband is elected but that's not what McCain says voters are asking her about the 
question | get most is what would my role be his first lady not she says as one of her husband's top advisors 
unlike the present first lady I'm not into the policy that's my husband's job the daughter of wealthy Arizona 
parents Cindy McCain met her husband 20 years ago love at first sight but not exactly in honest beginning 
we lied about our age he made himself younger and | made myself older and you thought he was cute and 
he thought you were young yes even though 17 years older than she is the worst crisis in their marriage 
Cindy's three-year addiction to painkillers after back surgery the habit in 1990 so bad McCain admits stealing 
drugs from the relief agency she founded drug-free for 8 years now but still in recovery McCain says those 
dark days made her a better mom this is not an experience that | would ever ever want to repeat but you 
learn from your mistakes and boy I'll tell you I'm a very watchful parent now and | listen listening now even 
involves a family discussion about moving see the kids have always lived in Arizona but the White House 
she'd make an exception though there might not be enough room for the whole McCain plan we have three 


dots four cats two snakes an assortment of fish a couple of hamsters some is a turtle | forget all of them a 
rabbit we come with a complete Zoo but first the McCain's have to survive the zoo American the dental 
campaign Roger O'Neill NBC 


00:14:02 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=O6wZr580uk4&t=842s 





the dental campaign Roger O'Neill NBC News Manchester New Hampshire Z weekend for the presidential 
candidates of both major parties squaring off in a series of TV debates the two Democrats had their first 
faceoff for lowa voters today our political coverage begins there with NBC's Claire Shipman the tone slightly 
less combative in the previous four rounds a quick handshake at the start but soon the gloves were off on the 
familiar issues like health care under senator Bradley's plan he doesn't put a penny into Medicare and | | 
don't think that's a good approach the vice president said that | was prepared to let Medicare go absolutely 
not both were also mindful of their lowa setting today the agriculture sector is suffering farming come here is 
down seven point six billion dollars this year but | would simply ask the family farmers of lowa today are you 
better off than you were seven years ago why did you vote against the the disaster relief for Chris Peterson 
when he and thousands of others farm other farmers here in lowa needed it after those 93 floods too tricky 
issues for the vice president that did not come up gays-in-the-military after the top brass bristled at an earlier 
debate position that Gore would require his military appointees to agree with his policy that gays should be 
allowed to serve openly Gore was forced to shift his position yesterday saying he would only expect the 
officers to follow orders would | inquire into the personal political opinions of an officer no | would not Gore 
was also forced to explain remarks by campaign manager Donna Brazile in an interview she accused 
Republicans of using black members of their party like General Colin Powell and representative JC Watts to 
send a positive image while offering no real support for african-americans after an angry letter from Powell 
both Brazil and gore placed apologetic phone calls to him yesterday Gore had a bit of good news here in 
lowa 
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Gore had a bit of good news here in lowa today though the latest Des Moines Register newspaper poll 
shows him maintaining a 20 point lead over Bradley lowa is is absolutely critical for the vice president he 
needs to do well there because the general consensus says that Senator Bradley is going to do well in New 
Hampshire with the lowa caucuses just over two weeks away both men are spending extensive time and 
money here especially Bradley who still hopes to deny Gore a strong victory and momentum heading into 
New Hampshire Claire Shipman NBC News Des Moines this is John Palmer in their second debate in 24 
hours the six Republican candidates aimed much of their fire at the clinton-gore administration but there 
were heated clashes between George W Bush and Senator John McCain over Bush's promise of a big tax 
cut George the American people are tired of people who make promises who make promises about tax cuts 
that they can't keep there's enough money to take care of Social Security there's enough money to meet the 
basic needs of our government and there is enough money to give the American people a substantial tax cut 
and that's exactly what I'm going to do one of the most revealing segments came when each candidate was 
asked to name the biggest mistake he'd made as an adult alan keyes took issue with the question | think 
about the biggest mistake | might make as an adult would be to treat that as if it's a question that is 
appropriate to me although no wrongdoing was ever proved McCain said his biggest error was meeting with 
federal regulators on behalf of a corrupt savings and loan operator something that will always be a mark on 
my record and something that people will judge me for for the rest of my life Bush rather than talking about 
what he is described as mistakes in his youth stuck with humor and a decision he made as part owner of the 
Texas Rangers baseball team | signed off on that wonderful transaction Sammy Sosa for 
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wonderful transaction Sammy Sosa for Harold Baines these debates generate a lot of media coverage but 
political analysts say for now interest is limited mostly to political Insider normal well-adjusted people are not 
paying attention at this point but people in lowa New Hampshire sure are whether the rest of the world is 


watching or not the Republican presidential debates continue on the road next week with a joint appearance 
in Michigan Monday night John Palmer NBC News Washington cuddle between Governor George W Bush 
and Senator John McCain and a lot of that heat is generated by their different approaches to tax cuts today 
Senator McCain took the fight to a new round and NBC's David bloom has the latest from Chile New 
Hampshire tonight David Tom John McCain says he's being conservative responsible making a tax cut 
promised he can keep and that other presidents have not done the same McCain did not come right out and 
say so but it sure sounded like he was trying to remind voters here of another Bush's broken no new taxes 
pledge campaigning in New Hampshire where a new poll out tonight puts McCain up by seven points over 
governor Bush the Arizona senator today unveiled a modest 237 billion dollar tax cut plan McCain argues 
that most of the money from the projected federal budget surpluses should go instead to the Social Security 
retirement system so that future workers won't have to pay higher payroll taxes McCain says he'd pay for his 
tax cut mostly by eliminating special interest tax breaks every tax dollar now wasted on special breaks for oil 
companies ethanol giant's insurance companies and the multitude of other powerful special interests with 
their armies of lobbyists is now at risk and tonight as this Republican race heats up Senator McCain is 
accusing governor Bush I'm trying to quote squander the projected federal budget surpluses because Bush's 
proposed tax cut plan is twice the size of McCain's presidential campaign calendar 
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McCain's presidential campaign calendar begins to pick up in this country with the lowa caucuses now less 
than two weeks away the Republican Party is turning its attention to voters it's never been able to count on in 
national elections the rapidly expanding Latino population more on that development tonight from NBC's 
David bloom who's in Los Angeles voiced our corriendo por el Presidente de los Estados Unidos it is Texas 
Governor George W Bush a proven vote getter among Hispanics who's now driving the Republican push for 
Latino voters tomorrow Republicans plan to unveil a massive new advertising campaign content on spending 
as much as ten million dollars on television spots in both English great America and Spanish don't need that 
response that we need that is trying to convince Hispanic voters like Los Angeles attorney Fernando via and 
his girlfriend Gisela ran to vote Republican more and more l'm looking less and less at the party California is 
the biggest target Republicans courting middle-class Hispanics like Dennis Mike Gomez a Clinton supporter 
who might vote for Bush | don't think it's a contradiction | think it can be very Latino and you can be very 
conservative just four years ago Hispanics but it's 72 percent for Bill Clinton but in an NBC News poll Bush 
lead score among Hispanics by a stunning 11 points still it's a far different story in California where Hispanics 
favor Gore by an almost two to one margin mexican-americans here especially remember former Republican 
governor Pete Wilson's divisive 1994 campaign with its anti-immigrant as enough is enough that bad taste in 
the mouth if you will on the part of the tea no voters is not something that they're gonna get over real quickly 
but Republicans don't need to win the Hispanic vote in California in a tight race just 40 percent support could 
tip the election to Bush they're less angry with Republicans now than they were a few years ago and 
Fernando via says his family and friends could vote Republican Party it's a very conservative socially 
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Party it's a very conservative socially conservative religiously conservative community by and large the 
Republicans new ad campaign is based on this reality to win the presidency they almost certainly have to win 
California and to win here Republicans have to lure Hispanics back to the GOP David bloom NBC News Los 
Angeles publicans in lowa will start the process of choosing their party's nominee tonight an in-depth look at 
what the frontrunners say about taxes NBC's Jonathan alter has our report excuse me l'm not done no it 
takes 2000 mission plenty of the usual sound and fury here's my proposal why there's one contentious issue 
emerging in the whirlwind series of debates was hack sales leading candidates in both parties have been 
offering some serious and distinctive tax proposals it's physically and irresponsible to promise a huge tax cut 
that is based on a surplus that we may not have the senator and | have a fundamental disagreement how 
fundamental both Republican candidates would double the child credit to $1,000 per child both reduced the 
marriage penalty on to income married couples and both opposed sales taxes on the Internet thanks for 
serving two Semper Fi but John McCain's tax cut is only about half as large as George bushings reserves 


more for Social Security and tilts less toward the wealthy | am very much in favor of tax cuts for middle 
income and lower income Americans but I'm not sure we need to give two-thirds of that tax cut of that money 
to the wealthiest 10% of America McCain's proposal financed partly by closing corporate tax loopholes would 
place millions of couples earning up to $70,000 a year in the 15% bracket instead of the current 28% bracket 
financed supplemental private retirement accounts that individuals could invest in the stock market on their 
own and raise the amount exempted from the inheritance tax to five million dollars 


00:24:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=O6wZr580uk4&t=14415 





inheritance tax to five million dollars to help family farms and small businesses while McCain argues there's 
not enough money in the surplus for huge cuts Bush says there is there is a nut money there is a money 
there's enough money to take care of social security there's enough money to meet the basic needs of our 
government and there is enough money to give the American people a substantial tax cut and that's exactly 
what I'm going to do the bush plan would establish a new ten percent bracket providing more relief for low 
and middle income taxpayers than McCain reduced the highest bracket from thirty nine point six percent to 
33 percent giving an average $50,000 a year tax cut to the wealthiest 1% of Americans and eliminate the 
inheritance tax first enacted in 1916 altogether Wars who has cut taxes as governor of Texas is leaving 
himself no wiggle room if the federal budget deficit returns according to many budget analysts did we build 
this remarkable prosperity just to squander it on a tax cut for the wealthy did we amass these two stark 
surpluses only to lower our sights and narrow our vision Al Gore does back the administration's plan to cut 
250 to 300 billion in taxes for the middle class and working for his plan would also allow families and 
employers to contribute up to $2,500 a year in tax free lifelong learning accounts for education and training 
reduced the marriage penalty and helped business by making the research and development Tax Credit 
permanent as a main architect of the large 1986 tax cut bill Bradley has the most experience of any 
candidate in tax policy but Bradley is offering the fewest tax cuts in part because he uses the budget surplus 
to pay for his ambitious health care plans it seems to me that we should be fixing our roof when the sun is 
shining not when it's raining sun is shining down on this economy Bradley's plan would end a hundred and 
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Bradley's plan would end a hundred and twenty five billion dollars in corporate tax breaks crackdown on 
creative tax shelters and step-up IRS audits of big companies Congress would probably change any 
president's plans before they became law but with the first primary only two weeks away taxes are not just 
policy proposals anymore they're weapons in the fierce battle for political advantage Jonathan alter NBC 
News New York tonight we continue our series women to watch in the 21st century and we take you to the 
presidential campaigns Texas Governor George W Bush of course is the clear front-runner on the 
Republican side and as NBC's Lisa Myers tells us tonight a Texas woman has played a key role in getting 
him there she is always by his side crafting his message on cutting taxes rather than leaving the money in 
Washington for politicians to spend protecting his image it was a very straightforward comparison between 
the deployment her title communications director of this but Governor Bush's nicknamed her the high profit | 
think it's cuz her advice is so steady she's got very good instincts and she's quick-quick of mine quick of 
instant smart intense friends a fiercely loyal this 43 year old soccer mom is changing the face and language 
of presidential politics and Karen Hughes does it the way friends say she does everything with dust Oh 
watching you on the campaign is like watching a cross between a mother hen and general cousin on the 
generals daughter and people people say they can tell that I'm a generals daughter an army brat who spent 
seven years as a television reporter and joined bush six years ago when he ran for governor of Texas she 
was reluctant to do a presidential campaign because of her 12 year old son Robert her husband Jerry a 
lawyer adjusted his practice so she could travel the country my husband 
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could travel the country my husband works from our house so he can be home after school to take care of 
my son which is really important to both of us so these days you find Hughes squeezing in a workout 
between campaign stops or add-on the candidates bus approving scripts for TV ads what's the status of the 
other television script that | approved this morning she emphasizes the campaign is a team effort Hughes 
strategist Karl Rove and campaign manager Joe Alba known as the Iron Triangle but others say the 
boisterous Hughes is closest to the candidate Bush's political alter-ego they're in a mind-meld they 
understand each other and she is instrumental in crafting some of the most genius language of his proposals 
language like compassionate conservative designed to take the hard edge off conservatism and appeal to 
women being a soccer mom herself helps | can remember a lot of times at campaign meetings where I'll say 
we'd always at my son's soccer game the parents there were talking about X and they were concerned about 
that and you know how does this address them and use notes that many of Bush's top advisors are women 
for a macho guy he seems fairly comfortable with strong women | think he's very comfortable with strong 
women of course he's married to one and his mother is there's a very strong personality so is Hughes whom 
critics say can be too loyal and too controlling she laughs at that criticism says she has one mission helping 
her boss navigate the snows of New Hampshire into the Oval Office Lisa Myers NBC News Portsmouth New 
Hampshire and next door to Nebraska in lowa tonight the pace is quickening as the first in the nation 
Caucuses are now just one day and a weekend away as NBC's David bloom reports tonight on the 
Republican side Texas Governor George W Bush is stepping up his rhetoric on abortion trying to hold off any 
late surges by his opponents under pressure from religious conservatives here in lowa who say Bush has not 
taken a force will stand against 
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has not taken a force will stand against abortion but Texas governor acknowledges for the first time today but 
the conservative judges he would appoint to the US Supreme Court's might try to overturn the landmark 
abortion rights decision Roe versus Wade roe v wade was a reach overstep the constitutional bounds as far 
as I'm concerned in lowa the pressure on Bush comes especially from multimillionaire publishers Steve 
Forbes and afterthought in most national polls Forbes appears to be gaining support here accusing Bush of 
being a quotes pacifist in the anti-abortion war Forbes dancing perhaps unrealistically hoping that his strong 
grassroots organization here might deliver an upset in Monday night's lowa car again | think there's gonna be 
a nice surprise on Monday night I'll just say you're gonna know it when you see it with Forbes a threat in 
lowa and Arizona Senator John McCain an even bigger challenge in New Hampshire Bush promises again 
today that he'll run a positive campaign John McCain is my friend and he is darn sure gonna be my friend 
after the campaign but in truth governor Bush and his Republican establishment allies are playing hardball 
running an arguably misleading ad against Senator McCain in New Hampshire attacking rival Steve Forbes 
here in lowa try to knock McCain off the Republican ballot in New York today bush charges that McCain's tax 
cut plan is so short on details but the numbers just don't add up and he refuses to pull this new anti McCain 
TV spot off the air in New Hampshire | don't agree with leaving money in Washington DC but now that your 
friend is saying it's false and misleading yeah I'm waiting for my friend to explain what his plan is how is he 
gonna pay for his tax cuts and I'm still awaiting the answer David from abortion to taxes the Republican fight 
is growing increasingly contentious the Bush McCain friendship from NBC News world headquarters in New 
York this is NBC Nightly News reported by John Seigenthaler good evening 
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by John Seigenthaler good evening everyone it is the first major test of the u.s. presidential campaign since 
the first candidate announced 48 weeks ago now for those still left the caucuses in a Midwestern state that 
ranks 30th in population where there are five times more pigs than people still tomorrow will be lowa's day in 
the political spotlight and NBC's Tom Brokaw is in Des Moines tonight following the action good evening tom 
good evening John and thank you and good evening from Des Moines where it tomorrow night at this time 
thousands of lowans will be preparing to leave for their precinct caucuses they'll be sending the first signals 
across the political landscape about who's doing well who needs to catch up and who doesn't have a prayer 
tonight on the Democratic side it appears that Vice President Al Gore is surging past bill Bradley but we'll see 


NBC's Claire Shipman is covering that race Clark Tom the battling Democrats crisscross the state today 
each making a final bid to get supporters to the caucuses Bill Bradley despite bleep forecasts about his 
campaign in recent days drawing big crowds and sounding more energetic and relaxed than ever on Sunday 
they say we're behind in lowa as | look around this crowd | think you know we could surprise a few people 
and Al Gore just for vigorous in his 11th hour drive for Vegas | want to fight for you | need your help | need 
you to fight for me 7:00 p.m. tomorrow night at the caucuses let's do it thank you very much the vice 
presidents say aids is increasingly confident on the front page of today's Des Moines Register a new poll of 
likely voters shows Gore ahead of Bradley in lowa 56 to 29% a bigger lead than ever but inside an important 
boost for Bradley the papers endorsement which says a compelling vision and fundamental decency give 
him the edge 
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fundamental decency give him the edge Gore's team worries most at this point about live to expectations in 
lowa beating Bradley by the sort of margin the polls predict but political experts say Bradley is facing a bigger 
problem it's not so much gore winning as Bradley losing Bradley came here to play he tried to win and if he 
loses badly that goes down in a lost column that's why the Bradley team is already starting to hone its 
message for New Hampshire where the race is extremely tight his aides and Bradley himself are raising the 
volume of their complaints that Gore is misrepresenting Bradley's positions I'm not smashing somebody with 
negative commercials l'm going out and telling the American people what I'm far that's Missouri for for Gore 
who stopped in at a local firehouse to watch his Tennessee football team win in the playoffs today seemed to 
anticipate the criticism senator Bradley is a good man he's a decent man I've never attacked him personally 
and | never will but Gore does attack Bradley's policies in almost every speech and it's a tactic that his team 
thinks is working so look for Bradley to try to make the tone of this campaign an even bigger issue next week 
as he tries to win New Hampshire voters with the idea that he is a quote different kind of politician Tom 
thanks very much NBC's Claire Shipman here in Des Moines tonight on the Republican side for the 
candidates the name of the game is rough up george w bush and try to stay alive for the next test in new 
hampshire a week from Tuesday NBC's David bloom is covering the GOP David so I'm a decisive victory 
here by governor Bush tomorrow night would effectively end Steve Forbes slim presidential prospects it 
would also hurt John McCain's chances because McCain's canna see depends on part on Bush appearing 
vulnerable coming out of lowa but Bush does not look vulnerable tonight in lowa today confident Bush 
predicts victory Steve Forbes implores is true surge you make that extra 
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is true surge you make that extra special effort in these final hours John McCain is AWOL you know lowa 
betting it all on New Hampshire this is a high-risk campaign perhaps from McCain and Forbes but not for 
Bush [Music] here in lowa where the religious rights grip on Republican politics is only somewhat weakened 
where 60% of Republican caucus goers are anti-abortion Texas Governor George W Bush today worships at 
Des Moines First Assembly of God Church insisting afterward that he did not buckle under pressure from 
conservative rivals in speaking out so strongly this past week against legalized abortion no one pushing me 
around Iran as a pro-life candidate I've been a pro-life governor and my job is the next president should | 
learn the respect of the people mr. Herold life why not the importance of life today Bush predicts that Texas 
lawmakers would ban even first trimester abortions if as Bush hopes more conservative US supreme court 
overturns the landmark abortion rights decision Roe versus Wade for those views and others lowa 
Republicans embrace him today the influential Des Moines Register endorses bush and a new lowa poll 
shows him leading Forbes by a forty three to twenty percent margin no other candidate is in double digits but 
polls don't always translate into victory on caucus night supporters of multi-millionaire publisher Steve Forbes 
and former UN Ambassador Alan Kias well smaller a number are very committed Bush worries that anything 
less than a decisive victory here could further open the door to Arizona Senator John McCain who already 
leads Bush in New Hampshire but Texas governor's biggest fear complacency is to encourage our folks to 
get out and vote we need as big a vote as possible which says lowa is not a popularity contest it's a quotes 
campaign of voter turnouts all 
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campaign of voter turnouts all indications are he'll win on both counts tomorrow night Tom thanks very much 
NBC's David bloom tonight lowans want and expect frequent and personal contact with presidential hopefuls 
since 1976 that's exactly what they've been getting out of all proportion to the actual political clout of the 
state in the fall but the lowa caucuses have become an important opening round in the presidential campaign 
and they're unlike any other from Greenfield City Hall two questions restore train depot from the Pine View 
Elementary School in lowa Falls to the Sorensen's living room in Corning 2l a soda fountain in Montezuma it 
is as grassroots as national politics can get lowans will gather tomorrow at some 2,500 locations for the lowa 
caucuses the first time this year voters express their presidential preferences it's a simple process people 
stand physically in one corner of a room or another to show where they stand politically favoring one 
candidate or another but in truth there's less here than BC | know commitment is binding not too many 
people show up only 10 to 10 to 11 percent of the registered voters will participate but what they do will be 
magnified because it's covered so significantly by the press there is a long and rich tradition to lowa politics 
the caucus system actually goes back a century and a half but it wasn't until the 1970s that it became a 
national event when Jimmy Carter began campaigning here for the 76 Democratic nomination he was known 
as Jimmy who but he came in first in the caucuses it catapulted him from an unknown to a front-runner 
overnight a twist four years later on the Republican side Ronald Reagan was heavily favored here but 
George Bush 
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heavily favored here but George Bush beat him in a very close contest and although Reagan recovered 
quickly to win the nomination he chose Bush as his running mate ever since lowa's been less a kingmaker 
than a dream breaker the rule for all candidates wherever you place do better than expected because in this 
contest perception is reality the game is expectations one might win but if you see if he fails to meet the 
expectations set for him he might be declared a loser on the other hand you might come in second or third 
but exceed the expectations and be played a minute so it's possible to win and lose or lose and win and so it 
is this time as well with the press watching closely the candidates will be playing down their chances that 
way John tomorrow night they'll be able to say wherever they finish look how well | did and we'll be covering 
all that from here tomorrow night John from Okoboji in the northwest to Oskaloosa in the southeast from the 
town of gravity in the southwest a strawberry point in the Northeast Republicans and Democrats are 
preparing to make their choices for the presidential nomination it is a complicated and not altogether certain 
process involving only about 10 percent of the voters but it does get the race underway and it will eliminate 
some candidates altogether we begin with NBC's Claire Shipman who's covering the Democrats and David 
bloom on the Republicans David you begin please Tom it'll be a stunner of Texas Governor George W Bush 
doesn't win and win big here in lowa tonight so Bush's game plan this evening is to win in lowa so decisively 
but voters in New Hampshire reconsider their support for Arizona Senator John McCain even as Texas 
Governor George W Bush was imploring his supporters here in lowa to get to the caucuses tonight now's the 
time today is the day the focus was 
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time today is the day the focus was already shifting to New Hampshire there Arizona Senator John McCain is 
out with a new television at tonight's suggesting governor bush he's not up to the job of being commander-in- 
chief there's only one land running for president who knows the military and understands the world John 
McCain Bush aides claim McCain's lead in New Hampshire is slipping and say McCain is just trying to 
change the subject away from issues like taxes and education to his biography here at lowa multi-millionaire 
publishers Steve Forbes was hoping for a strong second place finish but Bush backers from Texas sporting 
their cowboy boots we're working the phone banks hey I'm Tommy Merritt urging Bush supporters to votes 
and the Texas governor himself is brimming with confidence Bush and his supporters acting at times as if his 
election is a foregone conclusion lowa Senator Chuck Grassley welcoming the next president United States 
and first lady president or governor and mrs. Bush Bush laughing and then boasting a few moments later | 


am a free-trade president to be and so tonight as many as 200,000 lowans will gather in schools private 
homes veterans halls and churches some literally standing in one corner or the other to signify their support 
for Bush or Forbes or McCain or any other candidates to begin the sprint to the Republican nomination a 
race Bush and his supporters believe will be over in a matter of weeks Tom thanks very much NBC's David 
bloom here in Des Moines tonight the Democratic race is much smaller just Vice President Al Gore and 
former Senator Bill Bradley and as NBC's Claire Shipman tells us Bradley is trying to hold off a big Gore win 
here tonight Claire Tom like the Republicans the Democratic battle is being waged here in lowa but the 
trophy is New Hampshire that primary is only a week away Al Gore and Bill Bradley are already looking 
ahead to try to figure out how to turn whatever happens here 
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out how to turn whatever happens here into momentum Al Gore with the look and feel of a winner tonight but 
his team working up to the last minute to get out the vote gore ending his day with a congratulatory stopping 
his Des Moines headquarters Bill Bradley after spending almost all of January in lowa with disappointing 
results making a final pitch in Ames reminding a group of young people that his message is different politics 
to too many young people and too many Americans has become nothing other than tactics it's become 
tactics and not belief it's become spin and not truth the next stop the New Hampshire primary on February 
1st so critical for both men that they will fly overnight tonight to hit the campaign trail first thing in the morning 
Gore's plan in the Granite State focus on the economy remind voters that their recession of seven years ago 
has turned into an economic boom Bradlee will look for a second wind in New Hampshire by claiming the 
high road and suggesting that Gore has gone negative this campaign ad goes on the air tomorrow Bills 
record is being distorted whatever happens here and in New Hampshire next week Bradley insists he's in 
this contest through mid-march at least Tom thank you very much NBC's Claire Shipman and as Claire 
indicated tonight most of the candidates will leave immediately for New Hampshire that's the first real primary 
and it's just a week from tomorrow NBC Tim Russert our Washington bureau chief and moderator of Meet 
the Press joins me now Tim lowa is the ouverture New Hampshire is the opening act it sure is Tom that's 
why Bill Bradley if he can keep the margin within 20 points tonight will say | did as well as | could do now it's 
on New Hampshire his message in New Hampshire starting tonight in the early hours of the morning will be 
New Hampshire be contrarian don't close this debate down don't end this campaign don't vote for Al Gore 
otherwise the nomination and its 
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Al Gore otherwise the nomination and its battle could be over give me a chance to continue this campaign to 
other states don't keep politics as usual John McCain he's watching the results here tonight very carefully 
Tom he wants Steve Forbes to come within 15 points of George W Bush to say to the voters of New 
Hampshire you see Bush is vulnerable don't annoying george w bush this campaign should keep going vote 
for McCain isn't the problem for George Bush that if he expects to win in the long run he's worried that he'll 
get beat up here in the short term and go through the experience of Bob Dole and be so battered by the fall 
that he couldn't hold off a Democrat absolutely tumble politically and financially george w bush wants to end 
this nomination fight next Tuesday in New Hampshire he will have to use some comparative advertising 
contrasting his record with John McCain's he does want to be fruit be perceived as negative but he's gonna 
have to be combative if he's going to end this nomination fight by beating John McCain next Tuesday if 
McCain wins Tuesday in New Hampshire Bush knows he has to fight at least through February 19th three or 
four more expensive weeks expensive both in terms of money and in terms of the beating he would take 
from his opposition all right thanks very much NBC Tim Russert Tim will be with me later tonight on MSNBC 
as we completely cover all that is going on here in lowa the results who survives who doesn't have a prayer 
who goes on to New Hampshire there's more can these lowa caucuses are just the beginning of what is a 
long road to the White House and there's no assurance that if you do well here you'll make it even halfway 
after all George Bush the senior one here in 1980 and then lost to Ronald Reagan the next week in New 
Hampshire and it was all over for him others who have one here and faded congressman Gephardt Bob Dole 
and 88 lowa Senator Tom Harkin nonetheless lowans who do participate do have a lot to say they've 
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participate do have a lot to say they've been called to white and to girl on the Republican side conservative 
Christian activists set the tone not everyone participates but those that do take this process very seriously 
and so the presidential candidates come here knowing they have a hard sell and Lana's back and I'm looking 
for bold leadership somebody that can move our country beyond ordinary politics into a new vision for our 
society my name is Betty Powell and the issues of most importance to me are campaign finance reform and 
the preservation of Medicare my name's Steve cough and I'd say the issues most important to me our 
education and taxes I'm Karmen cough and the issues most important to me are abortion and moral issues 
Lord we thank you for this food | visited with the cost four years ago then as now faith and morality issues 
guided them this time they like Steve Forbes why Steve Forbes in lowa we have a special obligation to stick 
with principle we don't nobody else ever gets a chance we really felt it mr Forbes was the guy that that 
matched our closest to your heart yeah absolutely we've done some research and found out that Forbes 
wasn't as strong on the abortion issue a few years ago if he's a convert even though in the last four years 
that's fine as long as he's gonna stick with that and I think he will Betty you got out of the Republican Party 
because you didn't like the choices | gather | got out of the Republican Party when | watched the Congress in 
action during the impeachment ceremony | thought their actions were deplorable so who appeals you this 
time you think there's much difference between Bradley and gore when it comes to the fundamental issues in 
lowa we have a special obligation to not necessarily go with whoever the polls are saying is going to win but 
go with the person who speaks to us the most and made that 
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speaks to us the most and made that person Senator Bill Bradley the conventional wisdom is that young 
people are just switched off by politics having all the candidates coming through lowa helps to bridge that 
gap to help inspire young people to become interested in political process Betty do you think they've paid too 
much attention to lowa we're all out here with our cameras and running around those days more attention 
see we take it very seriously and we do our homework and you know we we really require a candidate to call 
us or meet us personally before will decide who to sign on to me democracy in lowa that's nightly news from 
lowa a complete wrap-up of the price of heating oil and what to do about OPEC no doubt will become part of 
the presidential debates this week which now moves into snowy New Hampshire after lowa voters change 
the political landscape some with a big victory for Vice President Al Gore and a respectable but not 
overwhelming win for Texas Governor George W Bush on the Republican side NBC's David bloom begins 
with the GOP contest only here does a blizzard take a backseat to presidential politics New Hampshire 
snowed under tonight but with only seven days to go before the nation's first primary Bush Forbes and 
McCain press on today the Arizona senator holds his 105th town hall meeting here what is your biggest goal 
for a campaign mm my biggest goal for campaign mm is to get elected but with the entire state snowbound 
watching more TV new ads tonight from lowa caucus winner George W Bush we're ready in New Hampshire 
and second place finisher Steve Forbes both hoping to parlay strong showings in lowa into victory 
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strong showings in lowa into victory here we broke the clinical rules New Hampshire is now a three-way race 
Republicans tangling today over taxes governor Bush arguing there with the federal budget surplus now 
projected to hit four trillion dollars over the next ten years rival John McCain's tax cut is just too small as if he 
has done then the surplus is a dollar 25 cents of mind will go to the taxpayers and five senses of John's will 
go to the taxpayers but from a college in Henniker to this American Legion Post in Hillsboro John McCain is 
trudging through New Hampshire today knowing that his hopes for the presidency will die long before this 
New England snow melts if he can't win here but more of Governor Bush's rattles quitting the race Utah 
senator Orrin Hatch out today Gary Bauer expected a file McCain vows he's staying in even if he doesn't win 
New Hampshire all the while acknowledging that he must David bloom NBC News Manchester this is Claire 
Shipman in Manchester we're not even eight inches of snow could keep the Democrats from their rounds 
today and with Al Gore barely ahead in recent polls it's high stakes political terrain the key message for the 


candidates now the economy [Music] war hopes to convince voters he's part of the reason they're better off 
and that he could engineer even better days but Bill Bradley makes the case that he not Gore has the vision 
to look ahead it requires the right ability to see what's coming down the road and | can tell you quite frankly 
on the economy | think in my career public service I've done that in 1992 Bill Clinton campaigned in a New 
Hampshire that was losing 10,000 jobs a year now the state is experiencing an economic boom gaining 
16,000 jobs a year J wood started his 
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16,000 jobs a year J wood started his software company five years ago with eight employees now he has 
250 it has picked up tremendously new storefronts new businesses are coming in would thanks Gore will 
benefit from that but others argue people are so accustomed to economic prosperity they may not give him 
credit frequently when the economy is this good it is not a big issue to a lot of voters both sides are working 
on dramatic moves this week Bradley's campaign is looking to a debate tomorrow night as a critical chance 
for its candidate to make an appeal to voters not to end this race and the gore team is spending big going on 
the air Saturday night with a half an hour campaign commercial Claire Shipman NBC News now we continue 
our coverage of the race in New Hampshire for president and the Democrats Al Gore is on the defensive and 
leading in the polls here's NBC's Claire Shipman this is claire shipman in new hampshire after three days of 
silence about Bill Bradley's attacks Al Gore struck back today it's now clear you know that Senator Bradley is 
looking for a different kind of fight he cannot defend his own proposal and so he's committing foul laughter 
foul and | believe that on Tuesday the likelihood is high that the voters of New Hampshire are gonna blow the 
whistle Gore's team decided last night that despite his lead in the polls he has to maintain his reputation as a 
fighter today's attack from Senator Bradley is on campaign finance reform this coming from a man whose 
own fundraising has been strongly criticized gore also defended himself against Bradley's charges that he's 
been inconsistent in his support for abortion Senator Bradley has chosen two issues and attempted to 
manufacture differences where there are none | am proudly pro-choice and Senator Bradley knows it as a 
result of Bradley's attacks for two 
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as a result of Bradley's attacks for two days gore has been forced to answer questions about whether he's 
always been so adamant in his papacy position | told you that my position evolved over time his appearance 
and the tone between the two campaigns has grown so bitter in the final days that a shouting match broke 
out at Gore's rally today Senator Bob Kerry and Congressman Jerry Nadler campaigning for Bradley teamed 
up against Senator Tom Harkin he was stumping for gore team is concerned that even if Bradley's 
accusations don't make a difference in New Hampshire they could come back to haunt the vice president the 
Democratic nominee in the general election that's why the gore campaign has also launched an outside 
counter-offensive soliciting statements from big guns like congressman gephardt's senator Daschle and 
Senator Joe Lieberman and even more firepower on the scene that's not the time to do the things that will 
destroy the unity in the Democratic Party Gore advisors are hoping Bradley's move will backfire given his 
promise of a different sort of campaign but the latest polls suggest the race is tightening and they know 
Bradley's new style could be the reason why Claire Shipman NBC News Manchester work tonight on the eve 
of this New Hampshire primary this is a state after all where the voters are fiercely independent and inclined 
to vote against conventional wisdom with that warning here's the latest weekend poll from NBC News and 
MSNBC on the Republican side John McCain leads George Bush by six points among all voters planning to 
vote in the Republican primary a big part of McCain's lead among independents planning to vote Republican 
tomorrow in the weekend of polling Vice President Al Gore had a 12 point lead over former Senator Bill 
Bradley we began in New Hampshire tonight with NBC Claire Shipman and David bloom David you get us 
started please with the GOP side tom newfound confidence in the mccain camp tonight with this new poll 
numbers you mentioned showing the Arizona Senator opening a slight lead over governor Bush this is still a 
tight 
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over governor Bush this is still a tight race but many of Governor Bush's rivals believe that either out of a 
sense of overconfidence or complacency he's not exactly burning the midnight oil here the Texas governor 
today flipping pancakes here we go sledding for days now relax Bush has been frolicking across New 
Hampshire dancing snowmobiling a photo op with mom and dad meanwhile Bush's chief rival spank bank 
Senator McCain slogs from one rally to the next increasingly convinced that younger less ideological voters 
and the veterans who support McCain will propel him to victory here one more mission my old friends my old 
veteran friends one more mission my young dear friends all | can do is ask you to get out our vote tomorrow 
McCain draws large crowds and he spent more time here than any other candidate but polls show the 
hardcore Republicans most likely to vote tend to back Bush this enthusiasm organization and we're gonna 
find out Bush meanwhile appears to be kicking back believing that even if McCain does triumph here he 
lacks the money a national organization to win anywhere else and Bush may be rights Governor bush can 
sustain a loss in New Hampshire Senator McCain can't he has to win to continue on other candidates like 
Gary Bauer are merely struggling to stay on the same stage with Bush and McCain unfortunately for Bauer 
he didn't stay there long today Bauer's pride may have been wounded but he bounced back up on stage 
unhurt the question for John McCain is can he take a win here if that happens and use it to bounce in the 
polls in the next big state South Carolina Tom thanks very much NBC's David bloom tonight and on the 
Democratic side it's been a much more contentious weekend going into this primary with former Senator Bill 
Bradley 
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primary with former Senator Bill Bradley stepping up his attacks on Vice President Al Gore but now the 
question for Bradley is did the change in tactics hurt his chances here's NBC's Claire bloom Tom after a 
weekend of stinging attacks on Al Gore Bill Bradley turns down the volume today Bradley's aides say he 
wants to leave voters here with a positive message but he didn't lay off board completely | mean if a 
candidate won't trust the people enough to tell him the truth in the campaign how other people trust the 
candidate enough that he's president to tell them the truth is there a tendency on the part of Al Gore to 
sometimes stretch the truth I think there's a tendency on the part of political opponents in campaigns to and 
to make all kinds of charges against candidates the gore campaign moving through a snowy New Hampshire 
today says Bradley softened up because the strategy isn't working gore leads Bradley by a steady margin in 
the polls indeed at times gore sounds as if the race is already over the competition has been good it should 
be rough-and-tumble sometimes that's what our politics that's what our founders intended but experts 
warned the infighting might do permanent damage | think the Republicans are going to save a lot of money 
on opposition research because they can rely on the two Democrats running to give them all the ammunition 
they need but the immediate concern for both men a win here Gore's team looking for a convincing victory 
Bradley's camp hoping to at least get close enough so that this won't be seen as his last stand Tom thank 
you very much NBC's Claire Shipman thank you so we've heard the rhetoric back and forth between the two 
Democrats but where's the real truth are both candidates misrepresenting each other's positions NBC's Lisa 
Myers tonight examines the 
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NBC's Lisa Myers tonight examines the charges and lays out the facts Bradley takes dead aim at the vice 
president's credibility accusing Gore of lying and distorting both Bradley's record and his own a serious 
charge but what are the facts Gore has misrepresented Bradley's record on Taxation on his health care plan 
and on his support for farm relief example an lowa debate Gore points to a farmer in the audience 
devastated by floods why did you vote against the the disaster relief for Chris Peterson when he and 
thousands of others farm other farmers here in lowa needed it in fact Bradley voted for almost five billion 
dollars in flood relief for farmers but against an amendment to give a billion dollars more he did not support 
an amendment that provided some additional benefits but it is untrue to say that he did not act to help the 
farmers here what about course statements about his own record on abortion | have always supported a 
woman's right to choose I've always supported a keeping abortion legal that despite letters then 
congressman Gore wrote constituents in the mid-1980s calling abortion arguably the taking of a human life 


and a vote to define a person as unborn children from the moment of conception it is a misstatement to 
suggest that he is unalterably favorite a woman's right to choose and unalterably supported roe v-- wade he 
had some serious reservations and articulated them finally under fire this weekend gore says he no longer 
has those reservations my position evolved over time experts say the issue here is not where for stance on 
abortion but whether it be levels with voters about his views and those of his opponent the worrisome thing is 
that that core has started to look as if there has been went in trouble a deliberate pattern of 
misrepresentation as for Bradley horik 
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misrepresentation as for Bradley horik uses him of understating the true cost of his healthcare plan on that 
experts a poor is probably right tonight a Gore spokesman dismisses Bradley's attacks is an act of 
desperation but privately some top Democrats feared Bohr is wounded vulnerable to attacks on his 
truthfulness long after this primary is history Lisa Myers NBC News Manchester New Hampshire 


END 


